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(BEERD Psychology Division

Divisional Memoradum No. 12

THE ETA: A PERSECUTED GROUP IN JAPAN

SUMMARY

There is in Japan a group of people that <which) is the
object of social discrimination {and which is a weak point in Japanese

solidarity). These persecuted people, numbering one to three million

{about a million and a half), are popularly known as Eta People.

As an outcaste group they originated in certain occupational classes

such as tanners and butchers, people dealing in ritually unclean things
<which are ritually unclean).

The Eta or Suihei were legally emancipated in 1868 but the social

prejudice against them continued. Later an uplift movement, the Suihei

Undo, began among the Eta themselves, a movement which has gained

strength in time of peace but has been repressed in time of war.

Prejudice against the Eta takes many forms, such as a tabu on

inter-marriages, limitation of occupations, name calling, etc {is expressed

in social tabus). As a result {the> Eta develop certain <{the) personality

traits, especially that of carrying a chip on the shoulder in regard to

possible discrimination <{of a persecuted people>.

The Eta form a weak point in Japanese social solidarity and a

knowledge of their place Japanese society should be of value to anyone

dealing with Japan such as radio broadcasters and army and navy

personnel (e.g., an Eta prisoner might talk more freely if properly

approached than an ordinary Japanese).
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